UNLESS the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain
who build it... Psalm 127:1a

Worship:
Tabernacle Worship Service

Ministry:
T h e T a b le

Every Sunday Evening

Every Wednesday Evening

St. John’s Parish House
75 East Main St. South Pottstown 5:30 pm

Washington & Chestnut Sts.7:00 pm

Home Churches:

MAIN Street Shelter

Hanover St. Home Church
Thursday Evenings

We are down for the Summer, But...
Fund raising and Shelter Intake
Center cleanup efforts provide
many volunteering opportunities.

256 South Hanover Street Pottstown
7:00 to 9:00

Announcements:
Norman Vanderlick has moved to a group home in Harleysville. Please consider
writing him a note love and encouragement while he settles in.
His new address is: 140 Crescent Ln, Harleysville, PA 19438
We will be trying to coordinate bringing him to dinner, church, and singing once a month.
Pray and see where you might fit in assuring him of our love for him.

The Ministries at MAIN Street Shelter.
The 2009/2010 Shelter Season is finished, but we are still working at fund raising, laundry,
and cleanup while we endeavor to begin again in November. Please pray to see where
God would have you to help!! See Pastor Kork or Ron Caulk for details, and remember to
thank God for our host churches!!

New Home Church Series every Thursday evening
at The Moyer’s

Your Prayer Notes:
The Graters lost their father yesterday, to his battle with lung cancer.
Please remember Please remember their family this week during this awful loss.
Remember those prayer requests from last week and:
Please pray for Ron’s health, to keep him strong; for Bruce’s health issues; for John’s
mother’s health; for Diana’s family to be reunited; for Gary’s back and sciatica; for the
Brackens; for Matt Thomas’ marriage to be restored; for those who have fallen away, due
to addictions and cultural narcissism; and also keep all of us in prayers, as we seek rest,
and to be graceful to those who misunderstand us, our mission, and judge us out of
ignorance.
Please keep our church—the future of Still Waters, in prayer during yet another time of
upheaval and difficulty while trying to remain faithful to God’s calling; the least around us.
Please, also, pray for our shelter friends, for fulltime employment, apartments, and
strength during temptation.

Next Week’s Scriptures:

July 11, 2010: Proper 10 (Year C)

P sa l m 8 2 , A m os 7 . 7 - 1 7 , L uk e 1 0 . 2 5 - 3 7 , & C ol ossi a n s 1 . 1 - 1 4

Get in touch with us at:
i. www.besidestillwaters.net

e. Info@besidestillwaters.net

256 South Hanover Street, Pottstown, PA 19465-7022
Phone: (610) 970-2444
Fax: (484) 363-4017
© 2010 still waters home churches & worship center
Still W aters is a member church of the Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches, P.O. Box 384 W inona Lake, IN 46590
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Ps al m 3 0
F o c u s F i l m ::
“ Ps al m 66 ”
te l l o f h is de e ds w ith s o n g s o f j o y

Scripture Reading ::

2 K in g s 5. 1 -1 4

F o c u s F i l m ::

“ L ab o re rs N e e d e d ”

¥ f r eed o m t o t r u s t

This week’s Lectionary Text:

P s a l m 3 0, 2 K i n g s 5 . 1 - 1 4 ,
Luk e 1 0. 1 - 1 1 , 1 6 - 20, & G a l a t i a n s 6 . 1 - 1 6

The Scripture ~
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Meditation:

"The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you
out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no
bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever
house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this house!'...

My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression,
you who have received the Spirit should restore such a one in a
spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not
tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ. For if those who are nothing think they are
something, they deceive themselves." Galatians 6.1—3

He said to them,

"Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever
rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the
one who sent me." Luke 10. 2—5, 16
Benediction ::

R e ve l a t i o n 2 2 . 1 2 - 1 4 , 1 6- 1 7, 2 0- 2 1

Reflection:
The complex language about pride and boasting in Galatians 6 - and
the way in which Naaman's pride in 2 Kings nearly prevents him from
getting healed - remind us of the true nature of humility.
"The truly humble person sees everyone—billionaire, boss, or bag
lady—as equal and gazes at each one with love.”
— Rose Marie Berger

enact new creation among those who had been disabled and
immobilized.

P s alm 3 0

[Worship]

1 I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up,
and did not let my foes rejoice over me. 2 O LORD my
God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me. 3 O
LORD, you brought up my soul from Sheol, restored me
to life from among those gone down to the Pit. 4 Sing
praises to the LORD, O you his faithful ones, and give
thanks to his holy name. 5 For his anger is but for a
moment; his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may linger for
the night, but joy comes with the morning. 6 As for me, I
said in my prosperity, "I shall never be moved." 7 By your
favor, O LORD, you had established me as a strong
mountain; you hid your face; I was dismayed. 8 To you, O
LORD, I cried, and to the LORD I made supplication: 9
"What profit is there in my death, if I go down to the Pit?
Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness?
10 Hear, O LORD, and be gracious to me! O LORD,
be my helper!" 11 You have turned my mourning into
dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me
with joy, 12 so that my soul may praise you and not be
silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you
forever.
Consider:

[Words]

Paul makes an argument against preoccupation with one’s self (“flesh”
in Galatians 6:13). In his time that preoccupation was expressed as
circumcision—taken by some as a qualification of merit to make the self
more acceptable, more pious, or more obedient. Paul famously
dismisses such “merit” and contrasts it to a new creation that “is
everything” (6:15).
The focus on “new creation” gives entry to the gospel reading. Jesus
sent his disciples out, admonishing them to travel light (“no purse, no
bag, no sandals,” says Luke 10:4), but to focus on their assignment of
healing the sick, as sign that the new rule of God is very near. They
report on their journey that they did indeed have power over demons to

It is not different in the narrative of Naaman, the Syrian general, and
Elisha. Elisha is infused with God’s power for life, and is able to bring
amazing newness, even to a Gentile (see Luke 4:27). It is no wonder
that the song of thanksgiving in Psalm 66 attends to God’s “awesome
deeds.” Israel praises the God who has “kept us alive.” The texts
converge on “new creation” that in Israel is the Exodus (see Psalm
66:6); for Naaman, it’s newness of “baby flesh” (2 Kings 5:14); and it’s
enacted as healing by the disciples (Luke 10:17).
Paul has named the debilitating pathology of our society: the
preoccupation with self (flesh). Those who are preoccupied with self—
self-fulfillment and self-securing—have no power for new creation. The
gospel summons us away from that societal preoccupation to a focus
on the suffering love of the cross (Galatians 6:14) that imbues with
transformative power, that makes all things new … for lepers, for the
demon-possessed, for all those denied fullness of life. No wonder the
disciples returned from their mission “with joy” (Luke 10:17).
Walter Bruggemann

[Scripture]

Ga l a tia n s 6. 1- 16

1 My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have
received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness.
Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 2 Bear one another's
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if those
who are nothing think they are something, they deceive themselves. 4
All must test their own work; then that work, rather than their
neighbor's work, will become a cause for pride. 5 For all must carry
their own loads. 6 Those who are taught the word must share in all
good things with their teacher. 7 Do not be deceived; God is not
mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 8 If you sow to your own
flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the
Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9 So let us not grow
weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest-time, if we do
not give up. 10 So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work
for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith. 11 See
what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! 12 It is
those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel
you to be circumcised—only that they may not be persecuted for the
cross of Christ. 13 Even the circumcised do not themselves obey the
law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may boast about
your flesh. 14 May I never boast of anything except the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I
to the world. 15 For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is
anything; but a new creation is everything! 16 As for those who will
follow this rule--peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel
o f Go d .

