UNLESS the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain

who build it... Psalm 127:1a

Worship:

Tabernacle Worship Service

Every Sunday Evening
St. John’s Parish House
75 East Main St. South Pottstown 5:30 pm

Home Churches:

Hanover St. Home Church

Tuesday Evenings

256 South Hanover Street Pottstown

7:00 to 9:00

Bright Hope Community Home Church

Thursday Afternoons

Myrtle Street, Pottstown
1:00 pm to 2:30 pm

Announcements:

Ministry:
The Table

Every Wednesday Evening
Washington & Chestnut Sts. 7:00 pm

MAIN Street Shelter

On Summer Hiatus Until November
Fund raising and shelter cleanup
efforts are underway.

Norman s Game Night

3" Saturday Evening Each Month
King St Commons, 7:00 pm

The Ministries at MAIN Street Shelter.

2009/2010 Season is beginning to ramp up and we are still working at fund raising,
laundry, and storage to beginning. We are dangerously low on overnight staff, threatening
our November opening. Please pray to see where God would have you to help!! See Ron
Caulk for details, and remember to thank God for the host churches!!

Your Prayer Notes:
Pray for the Cox & Twaddell families at the loss of Kim. These families are heartbroken
through this terrible loss. Pray for God’s grace as they look for answers in this tragedy.

Please pray for Gary Allan and his family at the loss of their grandchild this week. Kim was
in her 1% trimester and lost the baby last Sunday in the hospital. Keep them in your
prayers.

Remember in prayer, those requests from last week:
Pray for our shelter friends, for fulltime employment, apartments, and strength during
temptation; remember.

Please, also keep all of us in prayer; as we seek rest, and to be graceful to those who
misunderstand us, our mission, and judge us out of ignorance.

Next Week's Scriptures:
Septe mber 27, 2009: Proper 1§Ye ar B

E‘sa 4;3 csé g ] .Z.)OJ.Z,
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psalm 1

proverbs 31.10-31
mark 9.30-37

james 3.13-4.3, 7-8a

Benediction
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Tonight...
Focus Film ::

«| astis [irst”
Scripture Reading ::

salm i

Congregation Song Worship ::
~ otter thanksgiving sacritices, and tell of his

Scripture Reading :: deeds with songs of joy
Froverbs 531.10-%1

Focus Film ::

“How to | ive”

The Scripture ~
Blind Ambi%iori'(l

¥ o disciniedilid not und O{, rdacmg to the Bac
e disciples] did not understan :
what he was saying and were afraid Of the Line
to ask him. Then they came to Capernaum; and when he
was in the house he asked them, "What were you arguing
about on the way?" But they were silent, for on the way
they had argued with one another who was the greatest.
He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them,...

Mark 9. 32—30
T his week’s Lcctionarg:
Psalm i, Proverbs 31.10-31,

mark 9.30-37, & james 3.13 ~ 4.3, 7-8a

Focus Film ::

« Co”apse into Wisdom »

Benediction ::

Romans 16.25-27

your talking points notes...

¥ conflict and the cross

¥ 5im|:>le work

¥ simple love

Meditation:

Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and

servant of all." Then he took a little child and put it among

them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, "Whoever

welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and

whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who
sent me."" Mark 8. 35b—37

Reflection:

"As Christians, we are so accustomed to esteeming the disciples as
exemplary that we forget their skepticism of the gospel. In Mark 8
and 9, when Jesus speaks directly to the disciples bluntly - without
parable - of his imminent passion, they are confused. Yet despite
sometimes wavering faith, Jesus promises that the disciples - and
all those who are called - will become true witnesses to God's
reign.." -- William Stringfellow.



i Happg are those who do not follow the advice of the
wic!(ed, or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the
seat of scogers; 2 Eut their de]ight is in the law of the
LORD, and on his law theg meditate c{ay and night. %
Thcg are like trees Planted by streams of water, which

ield their fruit in its season, an their leaves do not wither.
?n all that the do, theg rosper. 4 Tl‘ne wicked are not S0,
but are like cﬁaﬁc that the wind drives away. 5 There?ore
the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous; 6 for the LORD watches
over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked
will Perish.

Consider: Peter B. Price [Words]
"Anyone who is wise or understanding among you should from a
good life give evidence of deeds done in the gentleness of
wisdom" (James 3:13). The importance of understanding our faith
and the behavior that grows from such faith is the keynote of
today’s scriptures.

Both James and Mark provide evidence to their readers of how
"wars and battles between yourselves first start" (James 4:1;
Mark 9:34). Ambition and the desire for status are strong within
the Christian community. Jesus recognized this and took his
disciples away from the crowds in order to re-educate them about
the true nature of power and its destructiveness, prophesying his
own end. "But they did not understand what he said and were
afraid to ask him," says Mark, in a commentary that could apply
just as much to our times (9:32).

When | was a parish priest, people would occasionally say, "We
need more teaching." Rather tartly | would reply, "It is not more
teaching that we need but more learning!" The psalmist pictures a
tree planted by a stream being nurtured from its roots by the life-
giving water as a parable of how we need to learn God’'s wisdom.
In this idyllic pastoral scene, there is a profound truth; we need
solitude as much as we need company in learning God’s ways.
When we are nurtured like this we are enabled to "bear fruit" and

to watch "every project succeed" that is borne out of "the
gentleness of wisdom."

The eulogy of the "wise woman" in Proverbs gives us a picture of
well-ordered humanity. Wisdom literature always offers a hidden
message. Here, "wisdom" is synonymous with
the Spirit, which in the Old Testament is usually
feminine. The picture of the "orderly woman" is
of a Spirit-ordered world in which hands are held
out to the poor and arms to the needy (Proverbs
31:20). This is the true nature of the "wisdom
that comes down from above": It is "essentially
something pure; it is also peaceable, kindly, and
considerate, full of mercy—it shows itself by
doing good" (James 3:17).

Reflection and Action

How do you take time to learn God's ways? Where have you
witnessed or experienced ambition and status seeking? How
does your life demonstrate "evidence of deeds done in the
gentleness of wisdom"?

[Scripture] Jamcs 3.13-4.3, 7-8a

3:13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by
your good life that your works are done with gentleness born
of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition

in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15

Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where there is envy and
selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of
every kind. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And a
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make
peace. 4:1 Those conflicts and disputes among you, where
do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings
that are at war within you? 2 You want something and do not
have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something
and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You
ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to
spend what you get on your pleasures.

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near
to you.



for Or%ina?;éaﬂ?ﬁggr

These readings are adapted from The Book of Common Prayer, Daily Readings for Year One.

Sun

am: 148, 149, 150

Aug 30 pm: 114, 115 1 Kng 8:22-40 1 Tim 4:7b-16 John 8:47-59
M:ur;l 2117 prar]r?:g?is 2 Ch 6:32-7:7 Jam 2:1-13 Mark 14:53-65
SZ:S 1 gm gg gg 1Kng 8:65-0:9 | Jam 2:14-26 | Mark 14:66-72
s\clev;tdz pm:alni:9:3285-48 1Kng 9:24-10:13 [ Jam 3:1-12 Mark 15:1-11
S-E:)E:rs panr:l::;;:llg;_lfz 1Kng 11:1-13 Jam 3:13-4:12 Mark 15:12-21
35514 Sm 2; 1Kng11:26-43 | Jam 4:13-5:6 Mark 15:22-32
Ses;tt s | o jg: o 1Kng12:1-20 |Jam 5:7-12, 19-20| Mark 15:33-39
a';r:rfibgs 1Kng12:21-33 | Acts4:18-31 | John 10:31-42
M:enptP:;B arz;n‘tl‘ifz 1 Kng 13:1-10 Phil 1:1-11 Mark 15:40-47
Tue am: 45 1 Kng 16:23-34 Phil 1:12-30 Mark 16:1-20
Sept 8 pm: 47, 48
S\;Vpetdg an;;nl:lf;ligz 1Kng 17:1-24 Phil 2:1-11 Matt 2:1-12
Sgrﬂ‘t”{() an;;n‘rioéégﬁ'fo 1Kng 18:1-19 Phil 2:12-30 Matt 2:13-23
Se,fiin arz;n‘toélsﬂ' 1Kng 18:20-40 |  Phil 3:1-16 Matt 3:1-12
Sezitlz pm?T3185,5139 1Kng 18:41-19:8 |  Phil 3:17-4:7 Matt 3:13-17
ZrE:ZQ,SZf 1 Kng 19:8-21 Acts 5:34-42 John 11:45-57
“Qg;fjf ar;;nS:GG, 45?76'558 1Kng 21:1-16 1 Cor 1:1-19 Matt 4:1-11
Se-g:els an‘;;ntilégez 1 Kng 21:17-29 1 Cor 1:20-31 Matt 4:12-17
S(-Yg:c:jls pm:alrz:9:7723-96 1 Kng 22:1-28 1 Cor 2:1-13 Matt 4:18-25
S;F;tu:t;? an‘;;n7:07,471 1 Kng 22:29-45 1 Cor 2:14-3:15 Matt 5:1-10
Fri ami 09 2 Kng 1:2-17 1 Cor 3:16-23 Matt 5:11-16
Sept 18 pm: 73
Se,saitlg gm 22 Z? 2Kng 2:1-18 1 Cor 4:1-7 Matt 5:17-20
sun am: 93, 96 2 Kng 4:8-37 Acts 9:10-31 Luke 3:7-18

pm: 34
r\g:;tpzzf prf::n;78,019 2 Kng 5:1-19 1 Cor 4:8-21 Matt 5:21-26
seLl:ezz panr?::7788::410-_3792 2 Kng 5:19-27 1Cor 5:1-8 Matt 5:27-37
sggﬂs am,jnilﬁfgizo 2 Kng 6:1-23 1 Cor 5:9-6:8 Matt 5:38-48
sg;tu£4 pni:ng;;s% 2 Kng 9:1-16 1Cor 6:12-20 | Matt 6:1-6, 16-18
Segzi25 pr;ﬂ]:ns;l8'892 2 Kng 9:17-37 1 Cor 7:1-9 Matt 6:7-15
Sezit% ag]m871320 2 Kng 11:1-20a 1 Cor 7:10-24 Matt 6:19-24
Sm ig % 2 Kng 17:1-18 Acts 9:36-43 Luke 5:1-11
hg:;tpzzsl panr:l::si:lls;_lsaz 2 Kng 17:24-41 1 Cor 7:25-31 Matt 6:25-34
SeE:ezg am;ﬁ?;,ff’;,éo" 2Ch 29:217'3’ 8031 4 Cor 7:32-40 Matt 7:1-12
Sggfcéo przﬁnl:llgo:iyszM 2 Kng 18:9-25 1 Cor 8:1-13 Matt 7:13-21
g:: ; panT:: 110055::213:_2425 2 Kng 18:28-37 1 Cor 9:1-15 Matt 7:22-29
of;;iz pme?rq:ml:olz_% 2Kng19:1-20 | 1 Cor 9:16-27 Matt 8:1-17
Sat am: 107:33-43,
Oct 3 pn]:l(:)f;3 2 Kng 19:21-36 1 Cor 10:1-13 Matt 8:18-27

your talking points notes...




