Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who
build it... Psalm 127:1a

Worship:
Tabernacle Worship Service

Ministry:
T h e T a b le

Every Sunday Evening

Every Wednesday Evening

St. John’s Parish House
75 East Main St. South Pottstown 5:30 pm

Washington & Chestnut Sts. 7:00 pm

Home Churches:
Hanover St. Home Church
Tuesday Evenings

st

6:00 to 8:00

1st Tuesday Evening
Each Month – Check with Church
for Transportation Arrangements

256 South Hanover Street Pottstown, PA 19465
7:00 to 9:00

King St Commons Home Church
Thursday Afternoons

Consumer Center Church
Thursday Evenings on hold for the summer

King St. Pottstown, PA 19464
12:00 pm to 2:00 pm

249 High Street Pottstown, PA 19464
7:00 to 8:00

Prayer Requests:
Continue to pray for Buzz as he completes his chemotherapy and radiation over the next
weeks. Should you wish to send him a card or write him, his address is; Buzz Saylor, 811
Highland Ave, Boyertown, PA 19512.
Please keep Fanny in you prayers as she continues through the grieving process of
losing her Mother.
Please keep Robert’s sisters, Beth and Amy in prayer as they struggle to find God and
overcome addictions.
Pray for Zenona’s health. Pray also that she knows that she is loved by God, and his
children.
The Ministries at MAIN Street Shelter.
The Code Enforcement Officer is trying to make the road to opening difficult. Please pray
that God would bless her, or remove her from offending the poor.

Next Week’s Scriptures:
October 28, 2007: Proper

25

(Year C)

p s a lm 6 5 , j o e l 2 . 2 3 - 3 2 ,
luke 18.9-14, & 2 timothy 4.6-8, 16-18

Get in touch with us at:

i. www.besidestillwaters.net

e. Info@besidestillwaters.net

256 South Hanover Street, Pottstown, PA 19465-7022 Phone: (610) 970-2444 Fax: (484) 363-4017
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[Service]

[Journaling Worship]
yo ur d i s c us s i o n n o t e s . . .

T on ig h t…
Scripture Reading & Call to Worship ::

Ps al m 1 1 9 . 9 7 - 1 0 4

Worship Film ::

“ Ps al m 1 2 1 ”

Scripture Reading ::

J er em iah 3 1 . 2 7 - 3 4

Congregation Song Worship ::

~ offer thanksgiving sacrifices, and tell of his deeds

F o c u s F i l m s ::

“ Co me Clo s e ”

w it h s o n gs o f jo y

20/20 Hindsight

The Scripture ~

Finding our present in the past

All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training
in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to
God may be proficient, equipped for every good
work. 2 Timothy 3.16-17

This week’s Lectionary:

ps al m 119. 97- 104, j e r e m i ah 31. 27- 34,
l u k e 18. 1- 8, & 2 t i m o t h y 3. 14 – 4. 5
Reflection Film ::

“ A m azi n g G r ac e ”

Benediction ::

r ev ela ti o n 2 2 . 1 2 - 1 4 , 1 6 - 1 7 , 2 0 - 2 1

Meditation:

…'Grant me justice against my opponent.'
For a while he refused; but later he said to himself,
'Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone,
yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant
her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually
coming.'" (Luke 18..3b—5)
Reflection:

It’s easy to miss the point. One should not, after all,
pray to God this way! Badger God, hound God, throw all
God's promises into God's face and demand that the
Judge of the universe do right? Far be that from us, for
whom decorum determines godliness. God hears us the
first time we pray! Admittedly the judge was evil; but
isn't this a contrast parable, implying how much more
quickly God will answer our prayers?

ps a l m 119.97- 104

Scripture is full of folks believing that God is on their side because
they are right. Fortunately, God has wonderfully preserved their
stories as “earthen vessels” that captures their most base character
flaws for our benefit.

[Worship]

97 Oh, how I love your law! It is my meditation all
day long. 98 Your commandment makes me wiser
than my enemies, for it is always with me. 99 I have
more understanding than all my teachers, for your
decrees are my meditation. 100 I understand more
than the aged, for I keep your precepts. 101 I hold
back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep
your word. 102 I do not turn away from your
ordinances, for you have taught me. 103 How
sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than
honey to my mouth! 104 Through your precepts I
get understanding; therefore I hate every false
way.
Consider:
[Think & Pray…]
In this week’s scriptures, I think the lectionaries’ point is to point us
in the direction of praying really, really hard—persistently working
toward God’s ends with great determination. However, that’s not
how these pan out for me…
Psalm 119 has always been a bit of a paradox for me. I mean that
we are not given the author’s identity (many believe that it is a psalm
of David), but without knowing his specific difficulties with authority,
those in power, the elderly, etc., we are simply guessing at what his
problem really is. There is one point of view represented, and we
never really get the other side.
Much of this psalm sounds like an arrogant youngster, complaining
(as we do) about how the power structures’ and such “don’t get it.”
And then there is the point of view that he really has been
disservices by know-it-all leaders, bent on keeping him in his place.
It’s probably accurate, that the truth of his circumstances lies
somewhere in between.

When we get to Jesus’ parable about the unjust judge, we are
tempted to believe that he is giving us a pattern for prayer. The
trouble is that this picture looks nothing like the “Our Father,” and
leaves his question, about finding faith on the earth at his return,
hanging in mid-air.
We are great at bugging God to give us everything we want,
ensuring that we never suffer inconvenience or discomfort, calling it
prayer, but if prayer is “communing with God,” surrendered listening
to the master, perhaps we would find ourselves in the position of
fulfilling God’s Kingdom here on earth, just as in heaven.
Unjust judges are slow to hear the cries of the least important. I
suggest that if we were to spend less time burdening God with how
right we are, deferring to listening to him in our weakness, I am
sure that he will find faith on the earth, his will being done…
Just a thought.

[The Scripture]

2 timothy 4 .1-5

1 In the presence of God and of
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the
living and the dead, and in view of
his appearing and his kingdom, I
solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim the
message; be persistent whether the
time is favorable or unfavorable;
convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost
patience in teaching. 3 For the time is coming when
people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having
itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves
teachers to suit their own desires, 4 and will turn away
from listening to the truth and wander away to myths.
5 As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the
work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

