Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who

build it... Psalm 127:1a

Worship:

Tabernacle Worship Service

Every Sunday Evening
St. John's Parish House
75 East Main St. South Pottstown 5:30 pm

Home Churches:
Hanover St. Home Church
Monday Evenings on hold for the summer

Ministry:
The Table

Every Wednesday Evening
Washington & Chestnut Sts. 7:00 pm

Stowe Home Church
Tuesday Evenings

256 South Hanover Street Pottstown, PA 19465 340 Howard St Stowe, PA 19464

7:00 to 9:00 7:00 to 9:30

King St Commons Home Church Consumer Center Church

Thursday Mornings Thursday Evenings on hold for the summer
King St. Pottstown, PA 19464 249 High Street Pottstown, PA 19464

11:30 am to 1:00 pm 7:00 to 8:00

Prayer Requests:

Keep Nancy and her family in your prayers. Nancy is now at her son, Henry’'s new home
in King Street Commons (he has moved from Walnut Street) in Pottstown. This is probably
not the best situation for her, but it is what she wants. Please keep her and the rest of the
family in your prayers!

THANK YOU! from The Ministries at MAIN Street. Yesterday, the HOME Depot's “Team
Depot” came and together with 70 volunteers from St John’s, the Lutheran community, the
Pottstown Visiting Nurses, individuals from the community, and assistance from several
businesses in the area, we all worked together to prepare to help those less fortunate in our
community. Thanks to ALL who think this is what it means to worship Christ!! We still have a
few more projects scheduled this summer to make the Parish House ready to receive
guests, and this work is to position us to reopen this fall. To volunteer please see Pastor
Kork.

Your Prayer Notes:

July 21, 2007: Proper 11 (Year C)
salm 52,amos 8.1-12, Juke 10.38-42, & colossians 1. 15-28
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your discussion notes...

‘ ‘ Meditation:

But a Samaritan while traveling came near him;

and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to

him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine

on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to
an inn, and took care of him.."

Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the

man who fell into the hands of the robbers?" (Luke 10.33-34,
& 36)

Reflection: The Compassionate Samaritan

“The Samaritan simply knew what it was like to be unable
to get decent accommodations as a hated half-breed. He
identified with the victim.”

- Walter Wink

Tonight...

Worship Film ::

« Thirstg »

Scripture Rearing & Call to Worship ::

psaim 82

Congregation Song Worship ::
~ offer thanksgiving sacrifices, and tell of his deeds
Scripture RTading :: with songs of joy

colossians 1.1~-14

Focus Filges ¢:
« l_,

. ’W’MCFC\lj ” )
and € [\eligion vs f:o owing ”

The Scripture ~

Fow to [ail at K eligion
Becoming who“we are

For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not
ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with
the knowledge of God's will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord,
fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and
as you grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made strong
with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and
may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, ...

Colossians 1.9-11a Psalm 50’ 2 kings 5. ] ~] 4')
luke 10.1-11, 16-20, & galatians 6.1-16

Reflection Film ::

« Enthroned »

Benediction ::

revelation 22 .12-14, 16-17, 20-21

»




home.churchistudies

[Worship]

i (God has taken his Place in the divine council; in
the midst of the gods he holdsjudgment: 2 "ow

long will you uclge unjustlg and show Par’cialitﬂ to the
wicked? Se])ah % Givcjustice to the weak and the
orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the
destitute. 4 Rescue the weak and the nce&g; deliver
them from the hand of the wicked. 5 Theg have

neither knowledgc nor understanding, theg walk
around in darkness; all the foundations of the earth
are shaken. 6 l say, ”You are gods, children of the
Most High, all of you; 7 nevertheless, you shall die
like mortals, and fall like any Prince."

Consider: [Think & Pray...]
“Two fiendish Princeton sociologists exposed the whole
game. They put a group of seminary students in a room, read
them this parable, then asked them to go at varying intervals,
one at a time, to a building next door, where half would give
extemporaneous sermonettes on the parable and the other
half would talk about ministry as a vocation. An actor was
planted beside the sidewalk who feigned distress. The real
test was to see how many of these Christians, their heads full
of this parable of compassion, would actually stop. Only 40
percent did.”

psaim 82

It is interesting how we can hear this parable over-and-over,
wanting to identify with the “Good Samaritan,” thinking of ourselves
as the righteous neighbor. | want to be this guy—don't you?

Only, as we look closer at what Jesus is saying, we find someone
who is quite marginalized himself—being a lousy Samaritan half-
bread. Other than that, we don’t know much about him; does he
cheat on his taxes; is he rude to his wife and children; is he a
carouser; etc. | don't believe that his sin is the point. Paossibly, in
finding identity with imperfect people, we find ourselves drawn
more toward the ministry of liberating others if we feel their pain.
Perhaps that is the point Jesus is making.

As we openly share our woundedness, others are enabled to bring
their wounds into the open for healing. What is your picture of your
wounds - the ways you have "fallen among robbers." How does
this make you God's tool of healing?

[The Scripture] luke 1 0.25-37

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said,
"what must | do to inherit eternal life?" 26 He said to him, "What
Is written in the law? What do you read there?" 27 He answered,
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind,;
and your neighbor as yourself." 28 And he said to him, "You
have given the right answer; do this, and you will live." 29 But
wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my
neighbor?" 30 Jesus replied, "A man was going down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who
stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead.
31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when
he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near
him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went
to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine
on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an
inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him;
and when | come back, | will repay you whatever more you
spend.' 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?" 37 He said,
"The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and
do likewise."



