Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who
build it... Psalm 127:1a

Worship:
Tabernacle Worship Service

Ministry:
T h e T a b le

Every Sunday Evening

Every Wednesday Evening

St. John’s Parish House
75 East Main St. South Pottstown 5:30 pm

Washington & Chestnut Sts. 7:00 pm

Home Churches:

MAIN Street Shelter

Hanover St. Home Church
Tuesday Evenings

January @ Zion’s UCC
Hanover & Chestnut Streets, Pottstown

256 South Hanover Street Pottstown
7:00 to 9:00

10:00 pm to 8:00 am
There will be no Pick Ups in January due to the
close proximity of Zion’s

Bright Hope Community Home Church
Thursday Afternoons

Norman’s Game Night
rd

3rd Saturday Evening Each Month

Myrtle Street, Pottstown
1:00 pm to 2:30 pm

King St Commons, 7:00 pm

Your Prayer Notes:
The Ministries at MAIN Street Shelter.
Please pray that God would bless our endeavors as we operate the mobile shelter this
season. Also remember the host churches that will be extending the love of Christ to our
friends. Remember Zion’s UCC who are hosting throughout January, and are helping us,
to God’s glory.

Next Week’s Scriptures:
January 18, 2009: Epiphany 2 (Year B)

psalm 139.1-6, 13-18, 1 samuel 3.1-20,
john 1.43-51, & 1 corinthians 6.12-20
Get in touch with us at:

i. www.besidestillwaters.net

e. Info@besidestillwaters.net

256 South Hanover Street, Pottstown, PA 19465-7022 Phone: (610) 970-2444 Fax: (484) 363-4017

© 2008 still waters home churches & worship center
Still W aters is a member church of the Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches, P.O. Box 384 W inona Lake, IN 46590

[Journaling Worship

[Service]

y ou r t a l k i n g p oi n t s n ot e s. . .

T on ig h t…

for this Week’s Church Discussion]

¥ God’s VOICE becomes plain

Scripture Reading ::

P s a lm 2 9

Worship Film ::

“ D r o wn i n g ”

Congregation Song Worship ::

~ offer thanksgiving sacrifices, and tell of his

Scripture Reading ::

Ge n e s i s 1 . 1 - 5

deeds with songs of joy

¥ J o h n & s y m b o ls

Focus Film ::

“ C h a ng e s ”

¥ turning toward nothing?

The Scripture ~

Water
Or, drowning in God’s intentions
Or, drowning in God’s intentions

[John] proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit."
This w e e k’ s L e ct io n a r y :

Mark 1.7—8

Epiphany 1 (Year b)

g en es i s 1 . 1 - 5 , p s a l m 2 9 ,
m a r k 1 . 4 - 1 1 , & a c t s 1 9 . 1- 7

Reflection Film ::

“ B a pt i s m & O u r L o r d ”

Benediction ::

R o m an s 16. 25- 27

Meditation:

In the beginning when God created the
heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters. Genesis 1.1 & 2
Reflection:
"The Genesis 1 account of the creation story...came into circulation,
one might say as an underground political tract. Here is a text which
may properly be read, its beauty notwithstanding, as a parody of the
Babylonian creation liturgy. By the power of the Word, gods of chaos
and their subduers, dualistic gods of light and darkness, sun gods,
moon gods, the multitude of star deities, indeed the whole 'host of
heaven' are all named as creatures that owe their being to the one true
God and serve Yahweh with their praise." - Bill Wylie-Kellermann

strap of his sandals," lines up to receive a baptism of
repentance.

Ps a l m 2 9

[Worship]

1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe
to the LORD glory and strength. 2 Ascribe to the
LORD the glory of his name; worship the LORD in
holy splendor. 3 The voice of the LORD is over the
waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over
mighty waters. 4 The voice of the LORD is powerful;
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 5 The voice
of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks
the cedars of Lebanon. 6 He makes Lebanon skip like
a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox. 7 The voice of
the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 8 The voice of
the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD
shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 9 The voice of the
LORD causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest
bare; and in his temple all say, "Glory!" 10 The
LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD
sits enthroned as king forever. 11 May the LORD
give strength to his people! May the LORD bless his
people with peace!

Consider:

by Peter Price

[Think & Pray…]

Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee (Mark 1:9). To those from
Judea and Jerusalem, Galilee was a notorious region. It was
populated by non-Jews, separated from "true Israel" by
another notorious state, Samaria. Galilee was a hiding place
for guerrillas, a hotbed of revolution. We should be warned! If
Jesus comes from here, he is likely to be trouble! Jesus, of
whom John said, "I am not fit to kneel down and undo the

Did Jesus need to repent? Unless the gesture is an empty
one, apparently he did. John had been announcing a coming
new order; his baptism prepared people for new ways of
living and behaving. Jesus is the focus of that new order. His
baptism was a sign of renouncing the old order. His act of
repentance signaled a break with the structures and values in
society by which people are oppressed, and with the
prevailing moral, religious, and political order.
Jesus' baptism is marked by two dramatic events: the
alighting of a dove and the voice of God. Both of these
confirm the rightness of his action. He will need all the
courage and faith available as he faces the drama, conflict,
and testing of the desert (Mark 1:12-13).
Reflection and Action
How does your church understand
and practice baptism today? Find
your baptismal certificate. Look at
the date of your baptism. Who
were your sponsors? Light a
candle and recommit yourself to
the promises of baptism, possibly
using the words that are part of
your church tradition.

[Scripture]

A ct s 1 9 . 1 - 7

1 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the
interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found
some disciples. 2 He said to them, "Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you became believers?" They replied,
"No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit."
3 Then he said, "Into what then were you baptized?"
They answered, "Into John's baptism." 4 Paul said,
"John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling
the people to believe in the one who was to come after
him, that is, in Jesus." 5 On hearing this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied--7
altogether there were about twelve of them.

