Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who
build it... Psalm 127:1a

Worship: Ministry:
Tabernacle Worship Service  The Table

Every Sunday Evening Every Wednesday Evening
St. John's Parish House Washington & Chestnut Sts. 7:00 pm

75 East Main St. South Pottstown 5:30 pm

Home Churches:
Hanover St. Home Church

Tuesday Evenings
256 South Hanover Street Pottstown, PA 19465

7:00 to 9:00

King St Commons Home Church Consumer Center Church

Thursday Afternoons Thursday Evenings on hold for the summer
King St. Pottstown, PA 19464 249 High Street Pottstown, PA 19464

1:00 pm to 2:30 pm 7:00 to 8:00

Prayer Requests:
The Ministries at MAIN Street Shelter.

On Thursday, August 30, at 7:00 pm, please come here, to the Parish House, in support of
our moving forward with the Shelter Project. We will be gathering with our neighbors to
answer questions in an attempt to bring comfort and clarity to what we are doing in
worshipful ministry.

Please continue to pray as we move forward into what God is doing on behalf of the most
vulnerable in our community.

Thanks to ALL who think this is what it means to worship Christ!! And please remember that
we still have a few more projects scheduled this summer to make the Parish House ready to
receive guests This work is to position us to reopen this fall. For more info., please see
Pastor Kork.

Your Prayer Notes:

September 2, 2007: Proper 17 (Year C)
rsalm 81.1,10-16, jeremiah 2.4-13,
uke 14.1, 7-14 & hebrews 13.1-8, 15-16

Get in touch with us at: i. www.besidestillwaters.net e. Info@besidestillwaters.net
256 South Hanover Street, Pottstown, PA 19465-7022 Phone: (610) 970-2444 Fax: (484) 363-4017
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Tonight...

Scriptu Reaziing & Call to Worship ::

salm 71 .1-6

Worship Film ::
“we’re alright down here *

Scripture Reading ::
jerem:ah 14~10

Congregation Song Worship ::
~ otter thanksgiving sacritices, and tell ot his deeds

Focus Films :: with songs O’Cjoﬂ

«{ surrender

The Scripture ~ .,
;& int & f ruth ?
HowW'to screw u WOI‘ShIp...

When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up
straight and began praising God. 14 But the leader of the
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the
Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, "There are six days on
which work ought to be done; come on those days and be
cured, and not on the Sabbath day." Luke 13.13-14

»

T his week’s Lcctionarg:
salm 71.1 ~6,jcrcmiah 1.4-10,
luke 1 3.10-17, & hébrews 12.1 8-29

Reflection Film ::

« seeing clear]g »

Benediction ::

revelation 22 .12-14, 16-17, 20-21

your discussion notes...

‘ ‘ Meditation:

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to
God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; for
indeed our God is a consuming fire." (Hebrews 12 .28 & 29)

Reflection: Stirred, NOT Shaken

The reign that God proclaims and that we receive "cannot be
shaken."” Whatever we may or may not see, whatever we may
or may not accomplish, this promise is true. We can trust it.

"Jesus heals a crippled woman, provoking criticism from
Pharisees who, perhaps threatened by Jesus' growing popularity
and power, accuse him of breaking Sabbath rules. Jesus'
response is quick and severe; he exposes their hardness of
heart by asking, 'ought not this woman ... be set free from this
bondage on the Sabbath day?' Jesus rejects the rigid
interpretation of the law and insists instead on the spirit of the
law - that the Sabbath provides liberation and renewal for all." -
Freed from Bondage



‘ homeich Urc h-' ; tudies
psaim 71 1-6 [Worship]
i ]n you, O LORD, ] take refugc; let me never be

put to shame. 2 |n your righteousness deliver me and

rescue me; incline your ear to me and save me. 3 Pe
to me a rock of re uge, a strong {:ortress, to save me,
for you are m rock and my fortress. 4 Kescue me,

O my (God, from the hand of the wicked, from the
grasp of the unjust and cruel. 5 For you, O Lord,

are my hope, my trust, O LORD, from my 3out}1. 6
uPon you | have leaned from my birth; it was you

who took me from my mother's womb. Mg praise is
continua”g o{jﬂou.

Consider: [Think & Pray...]

As we look at this woman, bound in sickness—*“crippled for
eighteen years,” the religious authority may well have marked her
as undeserving of kindness, through an embellished purity code
system. First, she was a woman—property, and of little more worth,
and a long sickness might have been believed to be God's just
judgment on her in their eyes. So, Jesus affirms her as a
"daughter of Abraham" and exposes their hypocrisy—they would
rather take care of cattle, instead of a child of God.

Jesus points them to the Sabbath—the true meaning, and spirit of
Sabbath. Remember him speaking on another occasion, "l ask
you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the Sabbath, to save
life or to destroy it?" (Luke 6.9). The words he uses after freeing
her, connotes the idea of obligation under the law. They surely
understood his rebuke to be lawfully endorsed.

Prophets "pluck up” and “pull down.” They “destroy” and
“overthrow" (Jeremiah 1.10). His prophetic words and actions,
reprimand the religious leaders of the day, for placing legalistic,
and oppressive regulations—business as usual—ahead of the
weightier matters of the law—Ilike justice and mercy. Ultimately,

prophesy is "to build and to plant," redirecting and renewing a
vision with true compassion, as a worshipful reflection of God and
his merciful order.

Today, the church seems to have things organized in such a way
that this worshipful reflection finds its place in the margins of
“normal” church life. The “business” of church, seems to have
superseded the true “work”™ of the church. | wonder what will
remain when our shaking begins.

Lord, let the shaking begin...

luke 13 .10-17

10 Now he was
teaching in one of
g, 7 s ¢ Y the synagogues on

gl i s e gl the Sabbath. 11
I And just then
there appeared a
woman with a
spirit that had
crippled her for
eighteen years.
She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up
straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and
said, "Woman, you are set free from your ailment." 13
When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up
straight and began praising God. 14 But the leader of the
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the
Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, "There are six days on
which work ought to be done; come on those days and be
cured, and not on the Sabbath day." 15 But the Lord
answered him and said, "You hypocrites! Does not each of
you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the
manger, and lead it away to give it water? 16 And ought
not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan
bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this
bondage on the Sabbath day?" 17 When he said this, all
his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd
was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.

[The Scripture]
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