
 
 
 
 
 

ppssaallmm  55..11--88  [Worship]   
11  GGiivvee  eeaarr  ttoo  mmyy  wwoorrddss,,  OO  LLOORRDD;;  ggiivvee  hheeeedd  ttoo  mmyy  ssiigghhiinngg..  
22  LLiisstteenn  ttoo  tthhee  ssoouunndd  ooff  mmyy  ccrryy,,  mmyy  KKiinngg  aanndd  mmyy  GGoodd,,  ffoorr  ttoo  
yyoouu  II  pprraayy..  33  OO  LLOORRDD,,  iinn  tthhee  mmoorrnniinngg  yyoouu  hheeaarr  mmyy  vvooiiccee;;  iinn  
tthhee  mmoorrnniinngg  II  pplleeaadd  mmyy  ccaassee  ttoo  yyoouu,,  aanndd  wwaattcchh..  44  FFoorr  yyoouu  aarree  
nnoott  aa  GGoodd  wwhhoo  ddeelliigghhttss  iinn  wwiicckkeeddnneessss;;  eevviill  wwiillll  nnoott  ssoojjoouurrnn  
wwiitthh  yyoouu..  55  TThhee  bbooaassttffuull  wwiillll  nnoott  ssttaanndd  bbeeffoorree  yyoouurr  eeyyeess;;  yyoouu  
hhaattee  aallll  eevviillddooeerrss..  66  YYoouu  ddeessttrrooyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ssppeeaakk  lliieess;;  tthhee  
LLOORRDD  aabbhhoorrss  tthhee  bbllooooddtthhiirrssttyy  aanndd  ddeecceeiittffuull..  77  BBuutt  II,,  
tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  aabbuunnddaannccee  ooff  yyoouurr  sstteeaaddffaasstt  lloovvee,,  wwiillll  eenntteerr  yyoouurr  
hhoouussee,,  II  wwiillll  bbooww  ddoowwnn  ttoowwaarrdd  yyoouurr  hhoollyy  tteemmppllee  iinn  aawwee  ooff  yyoouu..  
88  LLeeaadd  mmee,,  OO  LLOORRDD,,  iinn  yyoouurr  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  mmyy  
eenneemmiieess;;  mmaakkee  yyoouurr  wwaayy  ssttrraaiigghhtt  bbeeffoorree  mmee..  
    
ggaallaattiiaannss  22..1199  &&  2211  [Think & Pray…]    
FFoorr  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  llaaww  II  ddiieedd  ttoo  tthhee  llaaww,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  II  mmiigghhtt  lliivvee  ttoo  GGoodd..  ..  ..  
  

II  ddoo  nnoott  nnuulllliiffyy  tthhee  ggrraaccee  ooff  GGoodd;;  ffoorr  iiff  jjuussttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ccoommeess  tthhrroouugghh  
tthhee  llaaww,,  tthheenn  CChhrriisstt  ddiieedd  ffoorr  nnootthhiinngg..  
  

CCoonnssiiddeerr::  
We love law.  After all, it is what keeps us honest--working together in a 
spirit of fairness.  Without it there would be anarchy. 
 

Interestingly, the descriptive, terms for heresy means to depart from the 
commonly agreed upon orthodoxy--the conventional, mutually accepted 
beliefs, standards, and norms, that we all adhere to, and understand in 
order to act morally within our shared culture.  We have come to believe 
that heresy is a departure from the law. 
 

In our Psalm this week, we have another pleading with God to uphold the 
Psalter because he is good, assured of God's mercy toward him.  But he 
ascribes hatred to those "evildoers" (or "heretics") who "lie and boast" and 
are his enemies. Are they law breakers?  Heretics?  And what "laws" do 
they break? 

Good questions, but what about Jesus? 
In our gospel text, Jesus (a heretic Himself) 
reaches beyond just law-keeping, to a higher 
Way, that of senseless mercy, and in so doing, 
He forces us to wrestle with a dilemma; What 
is Justice in light of Mercy? Is it God's morality 
to just keep the orthodoxy, or to find the way, 
at all costs, to reach beyond law to a place 
where there truly is nether Jew nor Greek, 
bond nor free, male nor female;   Where our 
Pharisaical personal rightness is superseded 
by a deliberate refusal to ascribe justified 
hatred, opting for unjustified mercy. 
 

Are you justified because you have obeyed the orthodoxy (reflected by a 
very little love toward those who are not like you), or do you have a sober 
judgment of yourself in true appreciation of a very big dept cancellation--
exhibited by a very heretical mercy, love, and appreciation, for those God 
loves?  Have you just been religiously right, or sacrificially--heretically--
reaching to love with senselessly mercy? 
 

Incidentally, Jesus and this woman are both heretically reaching to save a 
learned Pharisee from the death of personal religious correctness.   
 

In God's holy perfection, He is not wringing His hands trying to figure out 
how to be Just and Merciful to His world.  In our humanity and sinfulness, 
we do...  Let's try to think in His terms; let's rethink the term Gospel... 
 

ggaallaattiioonnss  22..1155--2211                           [The Scripture] 
1155  WWee  oouurrsseellvveess  aarree  JJeewwss  bbyy  bbiirrtthh  aanndd  nnoott  GGeennttiillee  ssiinnnneerrss;;  1166  yyeett  wwee  
kknnooww  tthhaatt  aa  ppeerrssoonn  iiss  jjuussttiiffiieedd  nnoott  bbyy  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  tthhee  llaaww  bbuutt  
tthhrroouugghh  ffaaiitthh  iinn  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  AAnndd  wwee  hhaavvee  ccoommee  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  CChhrriisstt  
JJeessuuss,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  wwee  mmiigghhtt  bbee  jjuussttiiffiieedd  bbyy  ffaaiitthh  iinn  CChhrriisstt,,  aanndd  nnoott  bbyy  
ddooiinngg  tthhee  wwoorrkkss  ooff  tthhee  llaaww,,  bbeeccaauussee  nnoo  oonnee  wwiillll  bbee  jjuussttiiffiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  
wwoorrkkss  ooff  tthhee  llaaww..  1177  BBuutt  iiff,,  iinn  oouurr  eeffffoorrtt  ttoo  bbee  jjuussttiiffiieedd  iinn  CChhrriisstt,,  wwee  
oouurrsseellvveess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffoouunndd  ttoo  bbee  ssiinnnneerrss,,  iiss  CChhrriisstt  tthheenn  aa  sseerrvvaanntt  ooff  
ssiinn??  CCeerrttaaiinnllyy  nnoott!!  1188  BBuutt  iiff  II  bbuuiilldd  uupp  aaggaaiinn  tthhee  vveerryy  tthhiinnggss  tthhaatt  II  
oonnccee  ttoorree  ddoowwnn,,  tthheenn  II  ddeemmoonnssttrraattee  tthhaatt  II  aamm  aa  ttrraannssggrreessssoorr..  1199  FFoorr  
tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  llaaww  II  ddiieedd  ttoo  tthhee  llaaww,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  II  mmiigghhtt  lliivvee  ttoo  GGoodd..  II  hhaavvee  
bbeeeenn  ccrruucciiffiieedd  wwiitthh  CChhrriisstt;;  2200  aanndd  iitt  iiss  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  II  wwhhoo  lliivvee,,  bbuutt  iitt  iiss  
CChhrriisstt  wwhhoo  lliivveess  iinn  mmee..  AAnndd  tthhee  lliiffee  II  nnooww  lliivvee  iinn  tthhee  fflleesshh  II  lliivvee  bbyy  
ffaaiitthh  iinn  tthhee  SSoonn  ooff  GGoodd,,  wwhhoo  lloovveedd  mmee  aanndd  ggaavvee  hhiimmsseellff  ffoorr  mmee..  2211  II  
ddoo  nnoott  nnuulllliiffyy  tthhee  ggrraaccee  ooff  GGoodd;;  ffoorr  iiff  jjuussttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ccoommeess  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  
llaaww,,  tthheenn  CChhrriisstt  ddiieedd  ffoorr  nnootthhiinngg..    
  


