Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who
build it... Psalm 127:1a

Worship:
Tabernacle Worship Service

Ministry:
T h e T a b le

Every Sunday Evening

Every Wednesday Evening

St. John’s Parish House
75 East Main St. South Pottstown 5:30 pm

Washington & Chestnut Sts. 7:00 pm

Home Churches:
Hanover St. Home Church
Monday Evenings

Eden St. Home Church
Tuesday Evenings

256 South Hanover Street Pottstown, PA 19465
7:00 to 9:00

846 High & Eden Sts Pottstown, PA 19464
7:00 to 9:30

Consumer Center Church
Thursday Evenings
249 High Street Pottstown, PA 19464
7:00 to 8:00

Prayer Requests:
Please pray for Betty’s arm. Her arm is terribly swollen and she is seeing a surgeon on
Monday. Please pray for the one who broke her arm too.
st

Keep Nancy and her family in prayer too. Since Melvin’s passing on Friday, June 1 ,
Nancy has had a stroke and was rushed to the Pottstown Hospital Thursday morning. She is
doing better and is off of the ventilator, but is having short term memory problems, and will
need nursing home care after her hospitalization.
Please continue to pray for The Ministries at MAIN Street. We have a youth group coming
th
st
th
two days this week (the 19 and 21 ) to help prepare for a really big day of work on July 14
when HOME Depot comes to minister to us and our community. This summer work is to
position us to reopen this fall. To volunteer please see Pastor Kork.
Prayers Collections from the Worship Table
9 Lord, help us in our weakness to continue your work in our community. ~SW

June 24, 2007: Proper
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(Year C)

psalm 42, 1 kings 19.1-15a, luke 8.26-39, & galatians 3.23-29

Get in touch with us at:

i. www.besidestillwaters.net

e. Info@besidestillwaters.net

256 South Hanover Street, Pottstown, PA 19465-7022 Phone: (610) 970-2444 Fax: (484) 363-4017
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[Journaling Worship]

[Service]

yo ur d i s c us s i o n n o t e s . . .

T oda y …
Wo
Worship Film ::

“ n e i t h e r J e w n o r Gr e e k ”
ps a lm 5. 1- 8

Scripture Reading & Call to Wors
Worship ::

Congregation Song Worship ::

~ offer thanksgiving sacrifices, and tell of his deeds with songs of joy

A Reading ::

“ D e ar D ad ”

A Latter-Day Psalm ::

~ b y J o h n K e ar n e y

Scripture Reading ::

g a la t i a n s 2. 15- 21

“ an o i n t e d b y a S i n n e r ”

F o c u s F i l m s ::

“

Meditation:

‘A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay,
he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will
love him more?’ Simon answered, ‘I suppose the one for
whom he canceled the greater debt.’ And Jesus said to him,
(Luke 7.41—43)
‘You have judged rightly.’

Reflection:

pharisees & sinners

The Scripture ~

" It is nearly impossible for most of us to comprehend a God who
forgives without merit, who loves us anyway, who keeps calling us
home to the fullness of life that only God can give." – Michaela Bruzzese

Go d ’ s R i g h t e o u s D i l e m m a

ps al m 5. 1- 8, 1 k i n gs 21. 1- 21a
l uk e 7. 36- 8.3 & gal at i an s 2.15- 21

Reflection Film ::

“ s e n s e le s s Me r c y ”

Benediction ::

r e ve l at i o n 22 . 12- 14, 16- 17, 20- 21

ps a l m 5.1- 8

[Worship]

1 Give ear to my words, O LORD; give heed to my sighing.
2 Listen to the sound of my cry, my King and my God, for to
you I pray. 3 O LORD, in the morning you hear my voice; in
the morning I plead my case to you, and watch. 4 For you are
not a God who delights in wickedness; evil will not sojourn
with you. 5 The boastful will not stand before your eyes; you
hate all evildoers. 6 You destroy those who speak lies; the
LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful. 7 But I,
through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your
house, I will bow down toward your holy temple in awe of you.
8 Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my
enemies; make your way straight before me.
galatians 2.19 & 21

[Think & Pray…]

For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. . .
I do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes through
the law, then Christ died for nothing.
Consider:
We love law. After all, it is what keeps us honest--working together in a
spirit of fairness. Without it there would be anarchy.
Interestingly, the descriptive, terms for heresy means to depart from the
commonly agreed upon orthodoxy--the conventional, mutually accepted
beliefs, standards, and norms, that we all adhere to, and understand in
order to act morally within our shared culture. We have come to believe
that heresy is a departure from the law.
In our Psalm this week, we have another pleading with God to uphold the
Psalter because he is good, assured of God's mercy toward him. But he
ascribes hatred to those "evildoers" (or "heretics") who "lie and boast" and
are his enemies. Are they law breakers? Heretics? And what "laws" do
they break?

Good questions, but what about Jesus?
In our gospel text, Jesus (a heretic Himself)
reaches beyond just law-keeping, to a higher
Way, that of senseless mercy, and in so doing,
He forces us to wrestle with a dilemma; What
is Justice in light of Mercy? Is it God's morality
to just keep the orthodoxy, or to find the way,
at all costs, to reach beyond law to a place
where there truly is nether Jew nor Greek,
bond nor free, male nor female; Where our
Pharisaical personal rightness is superseded
by a deliberate refusal to ascribe justified
hatred, opting for unjustified mercy.
Are you justified because you have obeyed the orthodoxy (reflected by a
very little love toward those who are not like you), or do you have a sober
judgment of yourself in true appreciation of a very big dept cancellation-exhibited by a very heretical mercy, love, and appreciation, for those God
loves? Have you just been religiously right, or sacrificially--heretically-reaching to love with senselessly mercy?
Incidentally, Jesus and this woman are both heretically reaching to save a
learned Pharisee from the death of personal religious correctness.
In God's holy perfection, He is not wringing His hands trying to figure out
how to be Just and Merciful to His world. In our humanity and sinfulness,
we do... Let's try to think in His terms; let's rethink the term Gospel...

ga l a t i o ns 2.15- 21

[The Scripture]

15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we
know that a person is justified not by the works of the law but
through faith in Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ
Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by
doing the works of the law, because no one will be justified by the
works of the law. 17 But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we
ourselves have been found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of
sin? Certainly not! 18 But if I build up again the very things that I
once tore down, then I demonstrate that I am a transgressor. 19 For
through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have
been crucified with Christ; 20 and it is no longer I who live, but it is
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I
do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes through the
law, then Christ died for nothing.

