
 
 
 
 
 

ppssaallmm  114466  [Worship]   
11  PPrraaiissee  tthhee  LLOORRDD!!  PPrraaiissee  tthhee  LLOORRDD,,  OO  mmyy  ssoouull!!  22  II  wwiillll  
pprraaiissee  tthhee  LLOORRDD  aass  lloonngg  aass  II  lliivvee;;  II  wwiillll  ssiinngg  pprraaiisseess  ttoo  mmyy  
GGoodd  aallll  mmyy  lliiffee  lloonngg..  33  DDoo  nnoott  ppuutt  yyoouurr  ttrruusstt  iinn  pprriinncceess,,  iinn  
mmoorrttaallss,,  iinn  wwhhoomm  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  hheellpp..  44  WWhheenn  tthheeiirr  bbrreeaatthh  
ddeeppaarrttss,,  tthheeyy  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthhee  eeaarrtthh;;  oonn  tthhaatt  vveerryy  ddaayy  tthheeiirr  ppllaannss  
ppeerriisshh..  55  HHaappppyy  aarree  tthhoossee  wwhhoossee  hheellpp  iiss  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  JJaaccoobb,,  
wwhhoossee  hhooppee  iiss  iinn  tthhee  LLOORRDD  tthheeiirr  GGoodd,,  66  wwhhoo  mmaaddee  hheeaavveenn  
aanndd  eeaarrtthh,,  tthhee  sseeaa,,  aanndd  aallll  tthhaatt  iiss  iinn  tthheemm;;  wwhhoo  kkeeeeppss  ffaaiitthh  
ffoorreevveerr;;  77  wwhhoo  eexxeeccuutteess  jjuussttiiccee  ffoorr  tthhee  oopppprreesssseedd;;  wwhhoo  ggiivveess  
ffoooodd  ttoo  tthhee  hhuunnggrryy..  TThhee  LLOORRDD  sseettss  tthhee  pprriissoonneerrss  ffrreeee;;  88  
tthhee  LLOORRDD  ooppeennss  tthhee  eeyyeess  ooff  tthhee  bblliinndd..  TThhee  LLOORRDD  lliiffttss  
uupp  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  aarree  bboowweedd  ddoowwnn;;  tthhee  LLOORRDD  lloovveess  tthhee  
rriigghhtteeoouuss..  99  TThhee  LLOORRDD  wwaattcchheess  oovveerr  tthhee  ssttrraannggeerrss;;  hhee  
uupphhoollddss  tthhee  oorrpphhaann  aanndd  tthhee  wwiiddooww,,  bbuutt  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  tthhee  wwiicckkeedd  
hhee  bbrriinnggss  ttoo  rruuiinn..  1100  TThhee  LLOORRDD  wwiillll  rreeiiggnn  ffoorreevveerr,,  yyoouurr  
GGoodd,,  OO  ZZiioonn,,  ffoorr  aallll  ggeenneerraattiioonnss..  PPrraaiissee  tthhee  LLOORRDD!!  
  
    

 [Think & Pray…]    
CCoonnssiiddeerr::  
Often, we believe that God is bound in duty to perform for us.  We silently 
think that when all goes wrong in our lives, that he is less than God if his 
deliverance is not here when we order it-like at the drive-thru window. 
 
Our Lectionary readings for this week focus on widows, worship and the 
change of heart that moves us from being religiously right, to religiously 
sacrificial for others.  The readings from St. Paul’s story is that of his 
change of heart when God changes his perspective. Prior to this 
“revealing,” he was comfortable in his piety, and in his striving within 
religious circles—excelling and having it all, working hard and enjoying 
the lavishness of his rewards.  I imagine he felt justified and sinless to a 
degree because of his ability to strive and attain a particular religious 
stature. 

Serious consideration and walking with Jesus will change that... 
 
In our Lectionary story of Paul, we can view his words 
to mean that his “conversion” came from God, and so 
he needn’t submit to anyone else—he is independent 
in his “personal relationship with Christ.”  Truth be 
told, as we examine Paul’s life, reconsider these 
words to be filled with exactly the opposite—a man 
not presuming to charge into the position of 
authority—a man who was learning slowly, to honor 
those around him, and above him—a man who was 
learning respect through an un-doing of his 
religiosity—a man finding humility, and a man finding 
himself in Christ. 
 
Is today's Christianity a matter of good business, the latest 
Christian fads, like the latest books, self-help, methods, and 
movements; sophisticated Christian consumerism and 
entertainment; private groups, clicks, and affinity groups; filling our 
heads with information and theory?  Is this where we find God?  Is 
this where we walk with Jesus?  Is this our prophetic voice? 
 

lluukkee  77..1111--1177                                               [The Scripture] 
1111  SSoooonn  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  hhee  wweenntt  ttoo  aa  ttoowwnn  ccaalllleedd  NNaaiinn,,  aanndd  
hhiiss  ddiisscciipplleess  aanndd  aa  llaarrggee  ccrroowwdd  wweenntt  wwiitthh  hhiimm..  1122  AAss  hhee  
aapppprrooaacchheedd  tthhee  ggaattee  ooff  tthhee  ttoowwnn,,  aa  mmaann  wwhhoo  hhaadd  
ddiieedd  wwaass  bbeeiinngg  ccaarrrriieedd  oouutt..  HHee  wwaass  hhiiss  mmootthheerr''ss  oonnllyy  
ssoonn,,  aanndd  sshhee  wwaass  aa  wwiiddooww;;  aanndd  wwiitthh  hheerr  wwaass  aa  llaarrggee  
ccrroowwdd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttoowwnn..  1133  WWhheenn  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ssaaww  hheerr,,  hhee  hhaadd  
ccoommppaassssiioonn  ffoorr  hheerr  aanndd  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hheerr,,  ""DDoo  nnoott  wweeeepp..""  1144  
TThheenn  hhee  ccaammee  ffoorrwwaarrdd  aanndd  ttoouucchheedd  tthhee  bbiieerr,,  aanndd  tthhee  
bbeeaarreerrss  ssttoooodd  ssttiillll..  AAnndd  hhee  ssaaiidd,,  ""YYoouunngg  mmaann,,  II  ssaayy  ttoo  
yyoouu,,  rriissee!!""  1155  TThhee  ddeeaadd  mmaann  ssaatt  uupp  aanndd  bbeeggaann  ttoo  ssppeeaakk,,  
aanndd  JJeessuuss  ggaavvee  hhiimm  ttoo  hhiiss  mmootthheerr..  1166  FFeeaarr  sseeiizzeedd  aallll  ooff  
tthheemm;;  aanndd  tthheeyy  gglloorriiffiieedd  GGoodd,,  ssaayyiinngg,,  ""AA  ggrreeaatt  pprroopphheett  
hhaass  rriisseenn  aammoonngg  uuss!!""  aanndd  ""GGoodd  hhaass  llooookkeedd  ffaavvoorraabbllyy  oonn  
hhiiss  ppeeooppllee!!""  1177  TThhiiss  wwoorrdd  aabboouutt  hhiimm  sspprreeaadd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  
JJuuddeeaa  aanndd  aallll  tthhee  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  ccoouunnttrryy..


